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REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

Claims 1-59 are pending. By this Amendment, claims 1, 4, 30 and 33 are amended. 
Reconsideration in view of the above amendments and the following remarks are respectfully 
requested. 

At the outset, Applicant appreciates the courtesies extended by Examiner Bollinger to 
Applicant's representative during a telephonic interview conducted on September 4, 2008. The 
substance of the telephonic interview is discussed below. 

Claims 1, 5, 7, 8, 12, 13, 19, 27, 30, 36, 40, 41, 47 and 55-57 were rejected under 35 
U.S.C. § 102(b) over Nanba (Japanese Patent Publication No. 59-069332). This rejection is 
respectfully traversed. 

Independent claim 1 is directed to a device for storing and/or dispensing substantially 
planar items. The device includes at least one supporting element driven in rotation by at least 
one electric motor and a ribbon wound on the supporting element and on at least one take-up 
member for taking up the ribbon. The supporting element is made of a rigid material and has a 
non-circular cross section for obtaining one or more distinct rigid resting surfaces, on which said 
planar items rest and said ribbon is wound. Independent method claim 30 is directed to storing 
and dispensing substantially planar items and includes, inter alia, forming the supporting 
element in a non-circular cross section made of rigid material for obtaining one or more distinct 
rigid resting surfaces, on which said planar items rest and said ribbon is wound. 

Nanba does not teach or suggest this subject matter. Instead, Nanba teaches the use of a 
blank form tray in which blank forms 10 are fed between belts 4 and 4'. The sandwiched forms 
and belts are taken up in layered form and are suspended and supported between shafts 9 and 9', 
by the revolution of shaft 7. As shown in the perspective view of Figure 1 of Nanba (copy 
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enclosed), plates 8 and 8' do not define one or more distinct rigid resting surfaces on which the 
planar items rest and the ribbon is wound. 

During the September 4 telephonic interview, Examiner Bollinger tentatively agreed that 
Nanba does not teach or suggest this subject matter. 

In addition, dependent claims 20 and 48 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) over 
Nanba. This rejection is respectfully traversed. 

According to the Office Action, "The cross[-section] of the take-up rollers is considered 
[an] obvious matter of choice for one of ordinary skill in the art that it is within the ability of the 
routineer in the art to properly shape such rollers for correct take-up [of] the ribbon". This 
assertion is respectfully traversed since the selection of rollers with a polygonal cross section was 
provided to enable storage or planar items without causing any deformation that might 
jeopardize proper dispensing thereof and wear of the paper of which the banknotes are made. 
See, for example, the "Summary of the Invention" section of the present application, in particular 
page 17, lines 15-19. Addition advantages of the claim shape are provided in the Summary and 
throughout the specification (to provide a device which will enable storage of a large number of 
items in a particularly limited space; prevent jamming of banknotes during the steps of storage 
and errors in the number of banknotes extracted during the dispensing steps; etc.). The Examiner 
has apparently ignored the many advantages described in the application, which is contrary to 
what is required by MPEP §716.02(f). See, for example, In re Chu. 66 FJd 292. 298-99, 36 
USPQ2d J 089. J 094-95 (Fed. Cir. 1995) (evidence and arguments rebutting the conclusion that 
placement was a matter of "design choice" should have been considered as part of the totality of 
the record). 

Reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection are respectfully requested. 
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Claims 4, 6, 9-11, 33-35 and 37-39 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) over Nanba in 
view of Jannett (U.S. Patent No. 3,471,098). This rejection is respectfully traversed. 

At the outset, Jannett is not analogous as it deals with an apparatus and method for 
winding tapes onto mandrels. In particular, Jannett teaches the manufacture of two strands of 
tape that are wound onto flat mandrels for manufacturing flat capacitor blanks. The mandrels are 
dielectric plates which form with the tapes finished wound capacitor blanks. Of note is the fact 
that nothing is wound in between the tapes. Thus, Jannett is not in the same field of endeavor, 
and not does it deal with the same problems which confronted the present Applicant (e.g., proper 
handling of substantially planar items that are wound and unwound between a supporting 
element and at least one take-up member. Moreover, even if Jannett is considered an analogous 
art, there is not teaching, suggestion or reason why one of ordinary skill in the art would have 
used the mandrel 1 1 of Jannett and Nanba' s blank form tray. There is simply no link between 
Nanba' s blank form tray and Jannett' s capacitor blank manufacturing apparatus/method. Thus, 
the only motivation for combining the two references is based on impermissible hindsight, which 
is not the proper basis for a prima facie case for obviousness. 

Reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection are respectfully requested. 

In view of the above amendments and remarks, Applicant respectfully submits that all the 
claims are patentable and that the entire application is in condition for allowance. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any deficiency , or credit any 
overpayment, in the fee(s) filed, or asserted to be filed, or which should have been filed herewith 
(or with any paper hereafter filed in this application by this firm) to our Account No. 14-1 140 
under Order No. PTB-3687-122. 
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Should the Examiner believe that anything further is desirable to place the application in 
better condition for allowance, he is invited to contact the undersigned at the telephone number 
listed below. 



PTB:jck 
Attachment: 
JP 59-069332 

901 North Glebe Road, 1 1th Floor 
Arlington, VA 22203-1808 
Telephone: (703)816-4000 
Facsimile: (703)816-4100 



Respectfully submitted, 



NIXON & VANDERHYE P.C. 




Reg. No. 38,009 
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